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ings of Jesus from being identified with schemes of social amelioration, 
and rival systems of social philosophy, he almost suggests the denial 
of the legitimacy of relating these divine ends to any conceivable 
human means for their realization. While, for instance, it is literally 
true Jesus "neither forbids trusts nor advises them, is neither a cham- 
pion nor an opponent of laissez faire, neither forbids trades unions, 
strikes, and lockouts, nor advises them, was neither socialist nor indi- 
vidualist," the denial should hardly be carried so far as to imply that 
his present-day disciples should be without conviction or attitude 
toward these things, which are the most crucial tests of the presence 
or absence in them of Christ's own spirit of brotherliness. In the very 
ingenious balance preserved between Jesus' use of sonship to God in 
the more restricted sense and his significant failure to deny " that rela- 
tionship of God and men which we moderns denote as the paternity 
and sonship," more emphasis might have been justly placed upon the 
truth "that this conception of the love of God is the very core of the 
Christian teaching, of which Jesus was himself the living revelation," 
which, the author asserts, " the most casual reading of the New Testa- 
ment shows." 

In the appeal which the discussion as a whole makes to the reader's 
favorable judgment of the author's scholarly fairness, judicial reserve, 
firm statement of his own opinion on many disputed points, linked 
with great consideration for those who would differ from him, and of 
the Christian balance steadily maintained between the emphasis upon 
the individual and the social life, the volume demonstrates its capacity 
to awaken interest, start study, and lead to further development in the 
interpretation and application of the social teachings of Scripture. 

Graham Taylor. 
Chicago Theological Seminary. 



The New Testament Church. By Rev. W. H. H. Marsh, 
Logansport, Ind. With Introduction by Franklin Johnson, 
D.D., University of Chicago. Philadelphia : American 
Baptist Publication Society, 1897. Pp- xvi + 544. $2. 

This is a discussion of the New Testament doctrine of the church. 
The writer thinks " the time has fully come when the whole question 
concerning the constituency and polity of the New Testament church 
must be thoroughly recanvassed, and especially by Baptists." And this 
book is an earnest and comprehensive effort in this direction, by a 
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Baptist, who " offers no apology either for defending the basal prin- 
ciples of his own denomination, or for whatever criticisms of its methods 
or tendencies this work may contain." 

The value of the book, as a whole, is in its frequent and forceful 
insistence upon many of the fundamental points that are common to 
evangelical Christendom, and which by this author are given an 
emphasis sadly needed in the life of the church today. For example, 
"the teachings of Christ " with respect to discipleship and the New 
Testament church are most admirably and tersely put : " Christ condi- 
tioned everything on personal loyalty to himself. Fitness for his serv- 
ice was regeneration. Its paramount law, whatever he taught. Its end, 
his glory." The need of doctrinal and ethical instruction is also pressed 
by the author as absolutely indispensable to a church that would be 
loyal to Jesus Christ. " New Testament doctrine," says the author, 
" is for assimilation. It is not there for speculation, nor merely for 
creed-making purposes." "The doctrines of Scripture, as well as the 
Christ of Scripture, are inseparable from true faith and sanctified knowl- 
edge." With all this, and much more, in the book the consecrated 
judgment of the great body of Christian believers will most heartily 
agree. It cannot be too strongly emphasized that "existing indiffer- 
ence to doctrinal instruction is ominous for evangelical truth and 
saving faith." 

The author admits that peculiar perils attend the administration of 
the polity of Baptist churches. But he says : " There is a safeguard. It 
lies in three things : give supreme place to the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit ; magnify the authority of the church ; have a definite conception 
of the work of the church." Nothing could be more admirable. 
Ordinarily, the practical points with which the author follows the 
discussion of a topic in any given chapter would be widely approved. 

The book is open to serious criticism, in its lack of clear distinctions, 
exact definitions, and logical sequences. In this respect we deem it 
quite inadequate to its end. 

Nowhere in the book is there a clear, precise definition of the word 
"church," as used in the New Testament. This is a fatal omission. 
At the outset of every such discussion it is vital that the author give 
himself to exactness in the use of words. He makes frequent use of 
the word ckkX^o-wi, but gives it no precise meaning. How would he 
define "the church in the wilderness" of which Stephen speaks, 
Acts 7:38? According to the author, there was no church in the 
wilderness. How would he define the church for which Christ gave 
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himself ? Did he not die for the Old Testament saints as well as the 
New ? Are they not all one redeemed body, called out of every kindred 
and people and tribe and tongue, from Adam to the end of the age ? 
And is not this ransomed host of all the ages the " one church," by 
which at last is to be made known "unto the principalities and powers 
in the heavenly places, the manifold wisdom of God"? These words 
cannot by any possibility be limited to a partial embodiment of God's 
great redemptive thought. 

Clear distinction is also lacking in the three great types of church 
government given by the author. There is a complete begging of the 
question in the very terms employed. "Monarchy, oligarchy, and 
autonomy " would not be admitted by any but the merest fraction of 
Christendom as characterizing the distinctions in church government. 
"Prelacy, Presbyterianism, and autonomy" are not mutually exclusive. 
The Presbyterian church is as autonomous as the Baptist church. 
What is autonomy ? The author says " its underlying principle is 
government by the people." But this is claimed to be one of the 
peculiar glories of Presbyterianism. Autonomy is self-government, 
whether democratic or representative. The distinctive feature of Pres- 
byterian polity is government by elders, as representatives of the people. 
When the people choose their own rulers, it is a misuse of terms to char- 
acterize them as sacrificing their autonomy. Indeed, the author, in 
discussing " organized fellowship" and " the principle of representation " 
in autonomy, comes perilously near the authority of general assembly, 
though he lets it wear another name. 

Some glaring non-sequiturs mar the book. Speaking of the neces- 
sity of ethical instruction, and quoting many ethical passages in illus- 
tration, he says (p. 268): "The graces and dispositions they inculcate 
are the fruits of the spirit .... Where these are cultivated, the Holy 
Spirit will be present to efficiently guide all the affairs of a church 
.... Such churches would have little use either for the authority of a 
bishop, or the legislation of a presbytery, or the decision of a synod." 
This ergo is remarkable. 

Again, persons to whom the epistles "are addressed are always 
assumed to have been regenerated by the Holy Spirit" (p. 148). 
Certainly, this is one of the commonplaces of evangelical belief. And 
again :" Christ has made no provision for one unregenerated church 
membership" (p. 255). This, also, is a universally accepted truism. 
But ergo, what ? No infant baptism. Another strange leap of logic. 

A statement which the author makes concerning Presbyterianism 



896 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF THEOLOGY 

should be corrected. Referring to the council at Jerusalem, he says 
(p. 403): " The Presbyterian system is confessedly based upon it nearly 
altogether." Far from it. The Presbyterian system is based upon 
New Testament doctrine of the eldership, and of the unity of the 
church. 

We can all heartily agree with the author that there are three things 
necessary to the united efficiency of our ministry and churches — an 
ideal New Testament ministry, an ideal New Testament church, and 
an ideal denominational mission. But who shall define these ideals ? 
The very question at issue is the very question left unsettled by this 
book. Its hazy indefiniteness and its failure to connect at critical points 
are its radical defects. 



The McCormick Seminary, 
Chicago, 111. 



Herrick Johnson. 



Die Lehre der zwolf Apostel. Text, Uebersetzung und 
eingehende Erklarung nebst Untersuchungen iiber die 
Entstehung, sowie die Bearbeitung der Didache in den 
spateren Schriften. Von Professor Emil von Renesse. 
Giessen : J. Ricker'sche Buchhandlung, 1897. Pp. vi + 
113. M. 5. 

Reviewing Hoole's edition of the Teaching of the Twelve Apostles 
in the Biblical World, November, 1895, pp. 391-2, it was said : " So often 
and so admirably has the Teaching been edited and annotated that 
there should scarcely be a warrant for another edition, unless it con- 
tained some new and valuable material, throwing light on some hitherto 
obscure passages of the text and enlarging our knowledge of the time 
and circumstances in which the original tract was written. Is this the 
case with the present book ? The answer has to be, No I " The same, 
we are sorry to say, must be said, even more emphatically, of the book 
before us, which follows very closely along the lines of Schaff 's edition 
— the latter, in the main, itself a compilation — thus rendering the 
book, at the very outset, unnecessary for English readers. Preface and 
text are in many instances simply a verbatim translation of Schaff's in 
1889 (January), who then could use words now entirely out of date. 
Some of the main errors in text and commentary are pointed out by 
H. Achelis in the Theol. Litzeitg., 1898, No. 4. Harnack's Apostellehre, 
etc., should have been mentioned in its second edition (p. 40). Of 
writers later than 1889 scarcely, any notice is taken, although the 



